HYMN : JAM SURGIT HORA TERCIA

Terce Hymn for Palm Sunday
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In sempi-terna sae-cu-la. Amen.
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Written by St Ambrose of Milan (d. 397), St Caesarius of Arles directed this hymn to
be used c. 502 A.D.
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1. Now dawns the third hour of the day,
The hour when Christ mounted the cross;

Let our minds harbour no proud thought,
But foster eagerness for prayer.

2. He who takes Christ into his heart
Controls his thoughts all free of blame;
By constant prayers deserves to win
The Holy Spirit’s presence there.

3. This is the hour that brought an end
To that long-standing grievous sin,
Demolished then the realm of death,
And rid the world of ancient guilt.

4. From that time on our blessed days
Began, through merit of Christ’s grace;
Through all the world the truth of faith

Has filled the churches everywhere.

5. He on high from his triumph’s peak
Addressed his mother with these words:
“O mother, here behold your son”;

To John: “Behold your mother here,”

6. Thus teaching that her bridal pact
Concealed this mystery profound:
The virgin’s sacred birth would not
Impair the mother’s chastity.

7. Jesus, by heavenly miracles,
Provided proof that this was so.
The impious mob withheld belief;
He who believed will sure be saved.

8. We do believe the birth of God,
Sprung from the sacred virgin’s womb;
He bore the sins of all the world,
And now sits at his Father’s right.



